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District 5220 Summer 2009 Short Term Youth Exchange 
Club Information and Instructions

District 5220 is again offering a 3 week International youth exchange program for  summer 2009.   High School students with good academic and citizenship qualifications who are 15 to 18 years of age as of July 1, 2009 are eligible to apply.  
Most exchanges will be family to family for 3 weeks.  A family from our district sends their child to stay with a family in another country for 3 weeks.  The child of that overseas family returns with the child from California and spends 3 weeks with them in our district.  Our students generally go abroad in late June or early July, with foreign students arriving in late July or early August.   Families wanting to send students must be able to host.   If a family is unable to host we might be able to find a place for their children in the exchange program to Germany or Brazil.   Other countries offered include Spain, Denmark, and Italy.   The cost will vary by country but is estimated at up to $2,000.  (This is difficult to estimate because airline costs are subject to change.)   Other items in the estimated cost are insurance and spending money.  

Students can indicate an interest in an exchange with countries not listed.  We can’t guarantee that we will find them an exchange in these countries but we will consider the possibility.  If they choose a country not listed they should apply as soon as possible.  

It is the role of the clubs to promote the program in their communities.  They also are responsible for interviewing applicants and their parents in their homes with a District representative.  Clubs must pay a sponsorship fee to the District of $400 for each successful applicant.  Most of this fee is used to pay for a 3 day camp at Yosemite National Park for the inbound students.   We know we will have more German students coming to our District than outbound students so clubs are encouraged to find host familes for these students. 

 Detailed Instructions

1.
Students can get more information and application materials from www.rotary5220.org.  They need to fill out the PDF application form and the Choice of Programs form.  They need to print out three to four copies of the application.  They can scan the application and send it by e-mail to jmensinger@4x6.com.   Alternatively they can mail one of the printed copies to John Mensinger, American Lumber Company, 1231 Ninth Street, Modesto, California, 95354.   They should answer the essay questions using a word processing program and e-mail this as a separate file or they can print it out and mail it.  The photos can be e-mailed as separate files or printed out and mailed.  

2.
Because students are matched with students and families in our partner countries applying early is helpful and increases a student’s chance that they will be able to participate in the program in their preferred country.   The deadline for applying for Spain, Denmark, Italy, or any other country not mentioned is February 28, 2009.   The deadline for applying to Germany or Brazil is March 31, 2009.  

3.
After the application is received by the District an interview with the students and their parents in their home will be scheduled.  At least one Club representative and one District representative will handle this interview.  At the interview the Rotary representatives witness the signature on the 3 application forms by the parents and student.  The Club and District representatives should send an e-mail to John Mensinger with a brief report regarding whether the student has been approved for the program and an evauluation of the suitability of the family to host including the quality and condition of their home and its location (if they are hosting.)    
 4.
For successful applicants the sponsoring club President signs the application and sends 2 copies to John Mensinger.  They are  accepted into the program, and the matching process will begin.  For Spain, Italy, and Denmark there is no guarantee they will be matched.  Students accepted for Germany or Brazil are guaranteed places in the program. 

a.
Participation in the program with Spain requires that students have studied the Spanish language in high school for at least one year.  

b.
Students that have studied Italian will be favored for Italy, but there is no mandatory requirement.  

c.
There are no language requirements for Germany, Denmark, or Brazil. 

5.
Successful applicants will be guaranteed a place in the program subject to them and their parents completing additional forms and fulfilling financial requirements.  The parents have to agree to background checks/live scan to qualify as a host family.  The student and parents must attend one of the two hour orientation and training programs that will be given in Modesto on the following dates:  Wednesday, March 11, 2009, 5pm, Saturday, April 11, 2009, 1pm, Monday, May 11, 2009, 5pm.
6.
If the student has answered the medical questions on the application “No” they will have to submit a letter from their Doctor stating that they are healthy, have no medical conditions that could affect their ability to participate in the trip, and are not taking any prescription medications.   

7.
If the student has answered “Yes” to any of the medical questions on the application form they must have their Doctor write a letter to explain the situation so we can evaluate if they will be able to participate in the exchange program. 

Statement of Conduct for Working with Youth 

Rotary International is committed to creating and maintaining the safest possible environment for all participants in Rotary activities.  It is the duty of all Rotarians, Rotarians’s spouses, partners, and other volunteers to safeguard to the best of their ability the welfare of and to prevent the physical, sexual, or emotional abuse of children and young people with whom they come into contact.

Questions or Comments?  Contact John Mensinger, jmensinger@4x6.com, (209) 578-5200 (work), (209) 602-4515 (cell.).  


